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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 L-02 NSC-05 

PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 INT-05 OPIC-06 10-10 

/095 W 

010349 

R 091036Z JAN 75 ZFD 
FM AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3670 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY MASERU 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 

UNCLAS JOHANNESBURG 0026 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, SF 

SUB J : BASIC PROBLEM UNDERLYING VAAL REEFS VIOLENCE APPEARS 
ONCE AGAIN TO BE VIRTUALLY COMPLETE FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 19 

1. CASUALTY FIGURES WHEN RIOTING BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL JANUARY 
I AT VAAL REEFS WERE 8 DEAD AND 37 INJURED, 5 CRITICALLY. 

2. DEPARTURES FROM VAAL REEFS BY TRAIN FOR LESOTHO OF BASOTHO 
MINE WORKERS DEMANDING REPATRIATION TOTALED ABOUT 6,000 FEBRUARY 
9 WITH ANOTHER 6,000 AWAITING TRANSPORTATION. (TOTAL VALL 

REEFS BLACK LABOR FORCE PRIOR TO DEPARTURES WAS ABOUT 33,000 
INCLUDING ABOUT 21,500 UNDERGROUND WORKERS.) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 JOHANN 00026 131445Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


3. IN MEANTIME, WALKOUTS AND VIOLENCE INVOLVING BASOTHO 
DEMANDING GEPATRIATION HAVE BEEN OCCURRING AT OTHER, SMALLER 
MINES INCLUDING BLESBOK COLLIERY NEAR MIDDELBURG, WHERE, ON 
JANUARY 7 MINERS ATTACKED AND SLIGHLY INJURED 2 LEUOTHO GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES WHO HAD COME TO SPEAK WITH THEM. 

4. PRINCIPALICOMPLAINT OF BASOTHO RETURNING HOME APPEARS TO BE 
THAT NEITHER LESOTHO GOVERNMENT NOR SOUTH AFRICAN CHAMBER OF MINES 
TOOK TROUBLE TO DISCUSS DEFERRED PAY ACT WITH THEM PRIOR TO ENACT- 
MENT OR TO EXPLAIN IT SUBSEQUENT TO ENACTMENT. WHERE HAVE WE 
HEARD THIS SORT OF THING BEFORE? 

5. COMMENT: LABOR MINISTER MARAIS VILJOEN, WHO BELIEVES SOUTH 
AFRICA'S INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS SYSTEM IS BASICALLY SOUND, HAS JUST 
LEFT ON LONG TOUR OF NETHERLANDS, FRANCE AND JAPAN, WHERE HE WILL 
OBSERVE WORKS COMMITTEES AND OTHER ASPECTS OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
IN THESE COUNTRIES. WHILE IT IS UNFORTUNATE TIME FOR HIM TO ABSENT 
HIMSELD FROM EXPLOSIVE SOUTH AFRICAN LABOR SCENE CRITICS HOPE HE 
WILL RETURN WITH NEW INSIGHTS ON WHAT IT WILL TAKE TO COPE MORE 
EFFECTIVELY WITH SOUTH AFRICA'S STEADILY WORSENI G INDUSTRIAL RELA- 
TIONS PROBLEMS. 

GUTHRIE 
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